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Introduction

ndeed all praise is for Allh, we praise Him, we seek His

Aid and we seek His Forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Alläh fronm the evil of our souls and the evil ot our actions.

Whoever Allah guides, then none can misguide; and
whoever Allh allows to go astray, then there is none that
can guide him.

I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped
except Allh, alone without any partners, and I bear

witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger,
may Allah send peace and blessings upon him, his family,

and his companions.

To proceed:

Our talk will be regarding the Muslim woman. I believe

any discourse concerning her in this time is important.
This is because the woman in our society is subjected to
ruthless attacks from the enemies of this religion, whenever
the issue or issues of the woman are raised. They intend by

this to remove the woman from the place that Allh
intended for her.

We do not know any issue tor the woman, except for the
issue ot her nation. Ignorance of this nation about its

religion and its weakness in implementing it is the main
issue for both this nation and the woman as well.



Therefore, this is what we will attempt to clarify in this

lecture that is entitled:

The Role of the Woman in Raising the Family.

There are a number of matters to discuss pertaining to this

topic:

The First: Revolves around the meaning of al-Tarbiyah
(education and cultivation). We intend by (the word)
cultivation a comprehensive meaning that encompasses
(every aspect ot) building and that which it necessitates
trom the tutelage and supervision of the tamily. This is to

prevent some people trom assuming that cultivation is

solely molding and refining the character, as this is an
integral part of al-Tarbiyah. However, al-Tarbiyah of the
tamily is much broader than this.

The Second: It may be understood from the title that the

woman has a role in raising the family, but that it is a

secondary duty for her. The reality is that the role of the

woman in raising the tamily is her primary responsibility
and that anything besides this is an exception. If the title of

The origin of this topic was a lecture entitled: The Role of the Woman
in Raising the Family, which was delivered on Tuesday night, 6h Dhü al-
Qi'dah, 1411. This was part of a knowledge based seminar entitled: Fiqh
of the Woman, which was held by the Center for Propagation and
Direction in Riyd, at the Masjid of al-Dhiyäb in al-Nasm province.
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the lecture had been: The Role of the Woman Is to Raise
the Family, then that would have been better.

The Place of the Woman

This issue needs to be clarified and explained. The
natural place for the woman is the home and this is

the place of her work. This is the origin and this is what is

supported by the evidences of the divine legislation.

Furthermore, it is in accordance with the Fitrah upon
which the woman was created.

As for the evidences from the Book and the Sunnah for
this, then there are numerous texts and incidents that attest

to this.

From them:

The First: Allh, the Exalted, said when addressing the
mothers of the believers:

And stay in your houses.
(Al-Ahzb 33:33)

The Second: The Most High said:
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And turn them not out of their (husband's)
homes, nor shall they (themselves) leave. (Al-

Talãq 65:1)

Although this is pertaining to the woman in her Iddah
waiting) period, the scholars have stated that the ruling is

not specific to this. Rather, it extends beyond that. So the
tact that (it mentions) "their homes" while in most cases

the house belongs to the husband - indicates that the

ascription here is one ot residence and not ot ownership.
Therefore, the norm is that she resides in the home.

The Third: In the stories of the Prophets there are lessons

and admonitions. (For example) the story of Msá and the
two women:

And when he arrived at the water of Madyan
(Midian) he found there a group ot men

watering (their flocks), and besides them he

tound two women who were keeping back
(their flocks). He said: "What is the matter with
you?" They said: "We cannot water (our flocks)

until the shepherds take (their flocks). And our
father is a very old man." (Al-Qasa 28:23)
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Up to His saying:

And said one of them (the two women): "O my
father! Hire him! Verily, the best of men tor you
to hire is the strong, the trustworthy." He said:

"I intend to wed one of these two daughters of
mine to you, on condition that you serve me tor
eight years, but it you complete ten years, it will
be (a favor) from you. But I intend not to place

you under a difficulty. If Allah will, you will
find me one of the righteous." (AI-Qaa 28:26-
27)

Let us reflect upon these lessons within the verse. This is

Msá who found the shepherds at a source of water and

among them there were two women who were holding
back their sheep so that they would not mix with the sheep

of the people. He asked them: "What is the matter with
you? Meaning, why are you not watering your sheep
with the people?

The answer comes: "We cannot water (our tlocks) until
the shepherds take (their flocks)." Indeed they had
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religiousness and piety which prevented them from free-
mixing with the men. It is as if there was another question,
which was: "What has brought the two ofyou out?" Then the
answer comes immediately thereatter:

And our tather is a very old man.

There was a necessity and a need that required for (them to
leave the home). So since they were compelled to go out,

they displayed good manners and etiquettes, and they did
not freely mix with the men.

There is also another lesson in this (story). This is when
one of the two women thought that the time had come for

the attairs to return to their normal state.

And said one of them (the two women): "O my
father! Hire him! Verily, the best of men for you
to hire is the strong, the trustworthy."

So Shu'ayb was convinced by this suggestion and
presented it to Msá:
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He said: "I intend to wed one of these two

daughters of mine to you, on condition that
you serve me for eight years." (Al-Qaa 28:27)

Müsá accepted this proposal and the atfairs returned to

their natural state. Hence, Msá worked as a shepherd
while his wife returned to working within her home. This
is what the Qurn narrates to us, and in their stories there
is a lesson.

The Fourth: Prayer within the Masjid is legislated for the

men and it is from the best of actions. So how about it it is

within the Masjid of the Messenger of Allh
siio) and along with him? In spite of this, the

Messenger of Allh (SANEse) encouraged the woman
to pray within her home. On the authority of the wife of
Ab Humayd al-Säd who came to the Prophet

sAEsAo) and said: "O Messenger of Allh, I love to

pray with you." He (isNesai-) said:

done
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"I know that you love to pray along with me,
but your prayer within your room is better than
your prayer within your hallway; and your
prayer within your hallway is better than your
prayer in the rest of your house; and your
prayer in the rest of your house is better than
your prayer within the Masjid of your people;

and your prayer in the Masjid of your people is

better than your prayer within my Masjid."

So she ordered that a Masjid be built for her in the most

remote and darkest place within her home. She prayed
there until she met Allh, the Mighty and Majestic.

This hadth clearly shows that the norm is tor the woman
to remain within her home. To the extent that he

considered her prayer within her home to be superior to
her prayer within his Masjid, even though she is permitted
to go to the Masjid.

The Fifth: The state of the woman during the first

virtuouS generations - who are the examples to be
followed - supports this. For we find that the woman
exiting the home and working outside was limited to a

Hasan: Reported by Ahmad (6/341) and Ibn Khuzaymah in his Sahih
(3/95). Shaykh Albn declared this hadth to be Hasan in Sahlh al-Targhib
Wa al-Tarhb.
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certain number ot cases, tor which there were reasons that
called for that. This was actually the understanding of the

companions:

It is narrated that the wite ot Ibn Mas'üd requested trom
him a Jilbb (an outer garment) and he said: "I fear that
you will leave the Jilbäb of Allh which He has covered

you with." She said: "What is that?" He said: "Your house."

The Sixth: That which has come in the divine legislation
contorms to the Firah.

Should not He Who has created know? And He
is the Most Kind and Courteous (to His slaves)

All-Aware (of everything). (Al-Mulk 67:14)

Indeed the woman staying within her home contorms to
the Fitrah, which is suitable for her duties and natural make

up, and it protects her from chaos and contrariety. This is

attirmed by knowledge-based research and psychological
studies, which support this. A number of impartial
researchers in the West have called for a termination to the
devastating ettects of occupying the woman with that
which opposes her Fitrah and natural disposition.
However, the people of desires are deat to everyone who
calls to this, and instead they accuse them of calling for the

woman to be returned to the dark ages and slavery. This is
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what they claim. A further clarification concerning this

will be mentioned later on in this discussion.
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The Position Regarding the Woman Exiting the
Home

Tt should be understood that it is not absolutely forbidden
Lfor the woman to leave the house. There are texts that

exist which indicate the permissibility of the woman going
out and working outside of the home. However, this

situation is not the norm; rather, it is an exception and due

to a necessity.

An example of this (type of allowance) is what has been
narrated regarding the Messenger (ssAn-)
permitting the woman to pray in the Masjid, even though
it is better for her to pray at her home.

Another example is that which has been narrated regarding
some ot the women participating in certain battles,

providing water and treating the injured.

The callers to women's iberation attempt to cling and
utilize these occurrences - and in reality they are the callers

to the corruption of the woman trom the people oft desires.
Some good people who have been defeated in the face of
the pressure of foreign modernization and civilization also

use these arguments as a proot, believing that they are

defending Islm.

In response to this we say:

The woman leaving the home and working outside is not

absolutely prohibited. There may actually be a need for it
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in some cases), as occurred with the two daughters of
Shu'ayb when they had to go out.

lt may be a necessity tor the Ummah, such as the woman
teaching the girls of her community and providing them
with medical treatment. The evidences that atfirm the
permissibility of the woman leaving the home should be
understood in this light. This is an exception and not the
norm. That is why we find Imm Ibn Hajr saying:

"It is possible that the (permissibility) of the
women accompanying the army has been
abrogated."

This was mentioned when he cited in al-Isbah in the
biography of Umm Kabshah al-Qadyah, and he said:

"Ab Bakr Ibn Ab Shaybah, al-Tabarn and
others reported her hadth by way of al-Aswad
Ibn Qays from Sad Ibn Umar al-Qureshi that
Umm Kabshah, a woman from Qad ah, said:

O Messenger of Allah, give me permission to

go with the army of such and such. He said:

No.

She said: 'I do not wish to fight. I only desire to

treat the injured and the ill, and to give them
water.
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He (issezn-) said:

It it were not that it would become a Sunnah,
and that it would be said: "So and so lady went

out,' then I would have permitted you.
However, remain at home."

Ibn Sa'd collected this as well, and at the end of it there

Comes:

"Remain (at home) so that the people will not

say: "Muhammad goes to battle with a woman."

Then he (Ibn Hajr) said:

"It is possible to reconcile between this
narration and that which has preceded in the
biography of Umm Sinn al-Aslamyah
saying that this (narration) abrogates the other.
This is because that was at Khaybar, whereas
this took place after al-Fatlh2

by

ahh: This hadth has been declared to be ahh by Shaykh Albn in
al-Sahihah (no. 2740).
2Al-Isbah (4/463).
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At any rate, there are established evidences that affirm that
some of the women went out and participated by treating
the injured and giving them water. However, these are a

limited number of incidents for which there was a reason,
and they do not take precedence over the origin (ot the
woman remaining in the home) and this is viewed as an
exception.

Thus, it is imperative that the ditference between the
woman working outside the home being deemed the
norm and it being considered as an exception be clear.

IF it is considered as an exception for specific situations,
then it is not difficult for us to find solutions for the
negative results anticipated from exiting the home, but this
is not the place to discuss this matter. However, if (the
woman) being outside is considered to be the norm - as is

held by some westernized individuals who believe that the

woman will be derelict if she works in the home and that
this is paralysis of half of the society - then I say if we
submit to this line of thinking then the negative eftects of
exiting the home will arise and the evil consequences of
this will occur, as happened in western societies. This will
result in the ills of free-mixing and the ills of the home
lacking the mother, regardles of what measures we take -

it we are truthtul about this. Although some attempt to

cover this up with deceptive slogans such as "leaving out in
light of the teachings of our legislation and in accordance

with our traditions."
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Moreover, it is a must that we understand, once it has been
established that the origin for the woman is to work inside

of her home and that her working outside of the home is

an exception, which is in accordance to the texts of the
Book and the Sunnah, that we have no choice concerning
whether we will adhere to this or not, if we are true
Muslims.

It is not tor a believer, man or woman, when
Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter
that they should have any option in their
decision. And whoever disobeys Allh and His
Messenge, he has indeed strayed in a plain
error. (Al-Ahzb 33:36)

Even though this verse was revealed concerning a specific

incident, the meaning is general. Additionally, it came
atter the verses which command the wives of the Prophet
ssaif) to remain in their homes.

Allah has clarified that abandoning His Legislation and
shunning it is an inevitable reason, without doubt, for

misery, as is the case of the majority of the nations of the
earth today.
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But whosoever turns away from My Reminder
i.e. neither believes in this Qurn nor acts on
its orders, etc.) verily, for him is a life of
hardship. (Ta-Ha 20:124)

The condition of a nation that possesses the true and
upright methodology then forsakes it and searches in the
garbage of the theories of men is similar to (what was
described in) the saying of the poet:

Like the camel in the desert that is killed by thirst.

While the water is carried upon its back.
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The Meaning of the Word "Family" and a

Clarification of its Importance

What is the family?

The third point of discussion as it relates to the topic is

regarding the (word) "family". What is the family, which is

the realm of the woman's work? And what is its

importance?

The family is one of the continual educational foundations

(of sociery), which is indispensable. We cannot envisage a

society without the tamily. Its existence, perpetuity and
stability are from the objectives of the divine legislation.

O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who
created you from a single person (Adam), and
from him (Adam) He created his wife [Hawa
(Eve)], and from them both He created many
men and women. (Al-Nis 4:1)

This verse indicates that the origin ot the human race is

one family.
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From a single person (Adam), and from him
(Adam) He created his wife [Hawä (Eve)]. (Al-

Nisã 4:1)

From two spouses came many tamilies. He said:

And it is He Who has created man from water,

and has appointed for him kindred by blood,
and kindred by marriage. (Al-Furqn 25:54)

Kindred by blood as it relates to the males, and through
marriage as it relates to the females.

Islm encourages the building of a family when the
necessary requirenments are fulfilled. The Prophet
Aas-sA-) said:

"O young men, whoever among you is able,

then let him getmarried."

He (isAssaio) also said:

"Marry the loving and the fertile women."

'Bukhär (no. 4778), Muslim (no. 1400), al-Tirmidh (no. 1081), al-
Nasa (no. 2240), Ab Dwd (no. 2046), Ibn Mjah (no. 1845), Ahmad
(1/378), and al-Drim (no. 2165).
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Islm has clarified the role of the family and its great effect,

as it determines the course of lite and religion (of the
child). The Prophet (issTem) said:

"Every child is born upon al- Firah; and its

parents make him a Jew, Christian, or a
Magian."2

The rulings and regulations of Islm have come
organize the tamily and to protect it from breaking up like
the rulings of marriage and divorce, polygyny, the rights

of the fathers and mothers, and there are many other
examples besides this. All of these guidelines indicate the
primary station that Islm has given to the family. This is

because it is the place where generations are raised, and the
future of this nation depends upon the condition of the
family.

to

Indeed the woman is the backbone of the family, as is said:

Behind every great person there is a woman in
whose home they were raised."

Sahih: al-Nas (no. 3227), Ab Dwd (no. 2050). This hadth was
declared to be ahh by Shaykh Albn in Sahh Sunan Aba Dawüd (no.
1809).

Bukhär (no. 1292), Muslim (no. 2138), and Ab Däwd (no. 2714).
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Does not the tamily deserve trom the woman that she be
free of (worldly) work? Is the work of the woman within
her family a wasted effort? The duty of the woman is

motherhood with all of its implications, which is broader
than just giving birth, and it is the education and
cultivation (of the child) which will produce a righteous
individual.

Indeed the work of the woman within the home, although
some think that it is insignificant, is great. There are many
aspects ot this that require expertise and it requires things
that are essential (tor running) a country. It requires
knowledge and toresight, it needs precision, and it requires
administration. It is in need of economics, it requires
tenderness and sensitivity, and it is in need of lofty values

and principles.

The woman who looks in contempt at the household
duties is a clear proof that she does not understand it
properly, and that is the reason why she does not fulfil this.
Similarly, those believe that the woman is wasted in her
home either do not understand this duty or they
understand it but they have a disease in their hearts.

Is it correct for us to say that it the woman is devoted to

caring for her family that she is wasted and that the society
loses out on half of its functional capacity?

It is imperative that the woman understands this major role

in light of the Islamic creed:
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Say (O Muhammad (isNkssse-)): "Verily,

my Salh (prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and
my dying are for Allh, the Lord of the whole

of the creation." (Al-Anm 6:162)

This is worship. It is not a chore or merely a routine.
Rather, it is an action that has a soul, for the one who
comprehends the goals of life and the reason for the

existence of mankind. The Messenger of Alläh

sNEssica-) has said:
of

If a woman prays her five obligatory prayers,
fasts her month (of Ramadän), safeguards her

private parts, and obeys her husband, then she

will enter Paradise through whichever of its

doors she wishes."1

After these points of discussion, the responsibilities of the
woman within her home will be discussed, which

Hasan: Reported by Ahmad (1/191). This hadth is in Majma' al-

Zawaid (4/306), and he (the author) said: "In its chain is Ibn Lahah, and
his hadith is hasan. The rest of its men are men of the $ahh." Shkir said:

Its chain is Munqati (disconnected) in my view." (al-Musnad 3/128)
This hadith was declared to be hasan due to supporting narrations by
Shaykh Albn in Sahih al-Targhib Wa al-Tarhib.
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represents her primary role in this lite, so that she can
contribute in the building of this nation. It will become
clear for us that these are great and important duties which,
if given their right, will consume most of her time. These

Jobs are as tollows:
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The Household Duties of the Woman

The First: The Worship of Allh

This is because it is the very reason for the existence of
mankind as a whole.

And I (Alah) created not the Jinns and humans

except they should worship Me (Alone). (A

Dhäriyt 51:56)

That is why we find that the divine guidance for the

mothers of the believers was to stay in their homes. Allah,
the Exalted, has said:

And stay in your houses, and do not display
yourselves like that of the times of ignorance,
and pertorm the Prayer, and give Zakh and
obey Allah and His Messenger. (Al-Ahzb
33:33)

Worship is more comprehensive than just the performance
of the legislative duties; however, this is a major part of
worship. The performance of worship is the greatest aid to

the woman in fulfilling her household duties with
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pertection. The righteous woman is the one who fulfills

her role in the desired fashion. Likewise, the basis of a

righteous upbringing is through example, as the woman
performing this worship with humility and serenity has the

greatest etfect upon those within the home, from the
children and other than them. When the woman perfects
her Wud and then stands before her Lord with humility
and submission, then she will cultivate the children upon
these good qualities through her example, in addition to a

claritication and direction through her speech.

Alchough this aspect is known, its objectives, goals, and

amazing etfects must be made clear and understood, far

removed trom (it being viewed) as a monotonous routine
void of the divine matters.
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The Second: The Woman Within the Home Is a
Comfort and Source of Stability for Her Husband and

the Homne

The proots for this comtort and stability are:

And among His Signs is this, that He created
for you wives from among yourselves, that you
may find repose in them, and He has put
between you affection and mercy. Verily, in
that are indeed signs for a people who reflect.
(Al-Rüm 30:21)

The use of the word (repose/comfort) and the

meaning it entails:

The word carries a great meaning for the stability,

ease, and comfort within the home. If we were to attempt
to find a word that could be used to describe all of its

meanings we would not be able to and we will never be

able to. This is the speech of the Lord of All the creation,

which falsehood cannot approach trom betore it or trom
behind it. So the woman is a source of repose tor her
husband and a source of repose for the home. Then He
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described che relationship (berween the husband and her)
as being one of "aftection and mercy."

He said:

It is He Who has created you trom a single
person (Adam), and (then) He has created from
him his wife [tHawa (Eve)], in order that he

might enjoy the pleasure of living with her.

(Al-Aräf 7:189)

This means that he should find solace and shelter with her
Let us understand the underlying factor for the usage of
the term within these two verses since the term is
attributed to the woman. This is because the woman is the
location and place of this (comfort and tranquility). So the
husband finds repose in her, and likewise the home and
everyone in it find repose in her.

That you may find repose in them (Al-Rm
30:21)

However, the woman is not a source of comfort and
tranquility for her husband unless she understands his right
and his station, and then fulfills the rights he has upon her,
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obeying her Lord whilst being delighted and pleased with
that.

For this reason, Islm is committed in establishing the
station of the husband because this is the foundation.
Allah's Messenger (sEsAEn-) said:

"It I were to command anyone to prostrate to

another human being, then I would have

commanded the woman to prostrate to her
husband."

His station is acknowledged even atter his death.

"It is not permissible for a woman who believes

in Allah and the last day to mourn over the
deceased for more than three days, with the

ahh: Reported by al-Tirmidh and Ibn Mjah. This hadth was
declared to be ahh by Shaykh Albn in ahh Sunan al-Tirmidh (no.
1158).
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exception of her husband. For she is to mourn
him for four months and ten days."

It must be understood that mourning is something
additional to the prescribed waiting period. So in this is an
acknowledgement of the right of the husband over the
wife. In Islm, rulings have been legislated which ensure
the fulfillment of the husband's rights, and thus the home
will be a place of serenity and it will become a righteous
environment.

The Duties and Essential Measures Required for Her
to Make the Home a Place of Comfort

These rulings and regulations are not specific to the
woman; rather, they are for both spouses but the role of

the woman is greater because she is the pillar (of the
tamily) as we have mentioned. Since our talk is about the
woman and her role in cultivating the family, it is

incumbent that I point out some of the duties and essential
measures required for her to make the home a place of
comfort as Allh intended.

From them is:

Total Obedience to the Husband in That Which
Does Not Involve the Disobedience of Allh

Bukhar (no. 1221), Muslim (no. 1487), al-Tirmidh (no. 1195), al-

Nasa (no. 3533), Ab Dwüd (no. 2299), Ibn Mjah (no. 2084), Ahmad
6/326), Malik (no. 1269), and al-Drim (no. 2284).
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This obedience is the foundation of stability because the

authority is tor the man.

Men are the protectors and
women. (Al-Nis 4:34)

maintainers of

beingWe cannot imagine authority without there being
obedience. The home is like a school or an administration.

If a person in charge of an organization or a school has

employees who do not obey him, then how will the work
flow smoothly? The home is similar to this. Indeed
obedience to the husband is a legislative obligation, which
the woman is rewarded for performing. To the extent that
we find that obedience to the husband takes precedence

Over supererogatory acts of worship. The Prophet

(Aass ii-) said:

"The woman is not to fast while her husband is

present except with his permission."

In this is an indication of the importance of obedience to

the husband to the point that it takes precedence over

supererogatory tasting.

Bukhr (no. 4896) and Muslim (no. 1026), and Ahmad (2/316).
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Performing the Household Duties Which Are
the Basis for Family Life Like Cooking
Cleaning, Laundry, and Other Than That

In order for this work to reap its fruits it is necessary that
this work be performed properly, with contentment of the
soul, pleasure, and a sense that this is worship. Here O
sister are some examples from the Sirah and the
(biographies of the) Salaf of this Ummah. Imm Ahmad
reported with his chain from Ibn A 'bad that he said:

"Ali Ibn Ab Talib (t)said to me: "Shall I

narrate to you (something) about me and
Faimah (s)P She was the daughter of the
Messenger ot Alläh (sEGE) and she was
from the most beloved of his family to him; and
she was my wife. She pulled the grinding stone
until the effect of the grinding stone was
(visible) on her hand. She carried water in the
water bag until it left a mark on her neck. She
cleaned the house until her clothes became
dirtry; and she kindled the fire under the pot
until her clothing became stained. As a result of
this she experienced some harm.

A young man or servant had been given to the
Messenger ot Allh ( sA). So I said to
her: 'Go to Allh's Messenger (ssE)
and ask him for a servant to protect you from
the hardship you are in. So she went to the

30



Messenger ot Alläh (AsESEAK) and found

with him a servant or servants; and she returned

without asking him."

So he mentioned the Hadeeth, where he

dsssA-) said:

"Shall I not direct you to that which is better for

you than a servant? When you go to your bed,

then say: Subhn Allh 33 times; Alhamdu lillh
33 times, and Allhu Akbar 34 times."

"So she left saying: I am pleased with Allah and

His Messenger,' twice."91

He did not censure this exertion (on her part) in spite ot

who she was in her virtue and nobility. Rather, he affirmed

it and directed her to worship by which she can seek aid in
(performing) that; and (he indicated) that it was better for

her than a servant.

Ibn Ishãq narrated with his chain from Asm Bint 'Umays
that she said:

The origin of this hadth is found in Bukhär (no. 2945) and Muslim
(no. 2727). However, this version of the narration was collected by Imm
Ahmad in his Musnad and declared to be weak in the checking of the
MuSnad (al-Rislah print) due to the true condition of lbn Abad and Ab
al-Ward being unknown.
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"When Jafar and his companions were killed,
Allah's Messenger (GAGLEM-) entered upon
me and I had tanned forty leathers, kneaded
some dough and washed my children, oiled
them, and cleaned them. Allh's Messenger
sEsA-) said to me:

Bring me the children of Jafar.

She said: 'So I brought them. He smelled them
and his eyes filled with tears. So I said, 'May my
mother and tather be ransomed for you, O
Messenger of Allh. What makes you cry? Has
something reached you about Jafar and his

companions?' He (sssza) said:

Yes. They were killed today."1

Responding to Her Husband in That Which
Allah Has Made Permissible For Him

The Prophet (sASeifo) said:

Daif: Ahmad (1/370). This hadth has been declared to be Daf in the
checking of the Musnad of Imam Ahmad (al-Rislah print).
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"If a man calls his wife to his bed and she refuses

and he spends the night angry with her, then
the angels continue cursing her until the

morning"

It is preterable that she approaches him without him
asking, and that she prepares herself for that and beautifies

herself. Verily it is unfortunate that some women beautify
themselves when going out - and they have been
prohibited from that - more than they do for their
husbands, and they have been commanded with this. All of
this indicates (her) ignorance of the responsibility (upon
her), or that she is not following the legislation ofAllah.

The woman executing these things, and doing them
properly, has a great effect upon the stability of the home.

It has a great effect) on the chastity of the husband and
will cause him to be pleased with what he has. He will not
feel a sense of frustration and deprivation, which results in
the stability of the soul.

How many men live an uncomfortable and unstable life

with them feeling neglected because the woman gives no
importance to this or she does not know how to fulfil it

Bukhr (no. 3265) and Muslim (no. 1436), Ab Dwd (no. 2141),
Ahmad (2/439), and al-Darim (no. 2228).
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correctly. Let the woman know her role as it relates to this,
and then let her reflect on this and research how to
pertorm it.

Safeguarding His Secrets and His Honor

She should not subject herself to Fitnah (trials and
tribulations) or to al-7Tabarruj (revealing her adornments)
She should not be lax in displaying herself to men in the
doorway of the house or the window, or outside of the
home. She should be modest when she goes out. The
Prophet (ssEsio) said:

"As tor your rights over your women, then they
are not to allow anyone whom you dislike to sit
on your furniture, nor allow anyone whom you
dislike to enter your homes.1

This provides security for the moral and ethical wellbeing
of the home, it earns the trust of the husband and cultivates
the children upon chastity. The home that is lacking in any
of these affairs will never be a place of comfort nor will it
be a place of stability.

Hasan: al-Tirmidh (no. 1163) and Ibn Majah (no. 1851). This hadth
was declared to be hasan by Shaykh Albn in Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhi
(no. 1163).
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Safeguarding His Wealth

The Prophet (iskseio) said:

"The woman is a shepherdess in the home of
her husband and is responsible for herflock."

He (As -) said:

"The best women among the camel riders are

the righteous women of the Quraysh. They
look after the child when he is small and they

guard their husband as it relates to his wealth."2

The issue of wealth is an important issue, and a number of
issues are linked to it. From them:

1.) Happiness and order in the homes occurs through
sateguarding that which is in them.

2.) Not being wasteful or extravagant.
3.) Not burdening the husband monetarily with that

which he cannot bear.

Bukhä (no. 853), Muslim (no. 1829), al-Tirmidh (no. 1705), Ab
Dawüd (no. 2928), and Ahmad (2/121).
2 Bukhr (no. 4794), Muslim (no. 2527) and Ahmad (2/449).
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Today, for the financial atfairs there is a (clear) structure
and there are accounts. How many means and avenues are
available to allow the family to have a pleasurable life

without any financial burden? It has become an art which
is actually studied. So does the wife understand her role in
that?

Good Treatment

The husband is in charge (of the family), so it is incumbent
that any dealings emanate from this standpoint. From the
various torms ot good relations are:

1.) Tolerating his mistakes when he errs.
2.) To mollify him when he is angry.
3.) Giving him a sense of love and respect.
4.) To speak kind words and (display) a sincere smile.

The Prophet (sksE) said:

Your smiling in the face of your brother is a
charity."

So how about if this is done by the wife for her husband?

5.) Paying attention to specific matters like food, drink,
and clothing, as it relates to type and time.

'Sahih: Reported by al-Tirmidh (no. 1956). This hadth has been
declared to be abïh by Shaykh Albn in Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhi (no.
1956).
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The woman should know that when she implements these

matters it is not an attack on her identity or belittlement of
her status. Rather, this is the path to happiness, and there
will never be any happiness except in the shade of a

husband whom she treats well. This is the decree of the

Almighty, the All-Knowing.

Men are the protectors and maintainers of

women. (AI-Nis 4:34)

The Prophet (issAio) said:

It I were to command anyone to prostrate to

another human being, then I would have
commanded the woman to prostrate to her
husband."l

So understand the objectives of the legislation (of Islm)
and do not be deceived by the false propaganda, and let

your motto be "we hear and we obey".

Sahh: Reported by al-Tirmidh (no. 1159) and Ibn Mjah. This hadth
has been declared to be Sahh by Shaykh Albn in Sahih Sunan al-
Tirmidhi (no. 926).
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Then if there comes to you guidance trom Me,

then whoever follows My Guidance shall

neither go astray, nor tall into distress and
misery. (Ta-Ha 20:123)

Organizing One's Time

Strive to organize your time so that your work will be

enjoyable, and make the home consistently be like a

garden, clean and organized. For the home represents the
woman responsible for it. The house will have a most
beautihul look through cleanliness and organization, evenif
the furnishings are modest. The opposite is true as well.

When the husband and the children return from their
work and their studies tired and they find a clean and
organized home, then this will ease their fatigue and
exhaustion. The opposite is true as well. A clean and
organized home is trom the most important means tor it to
be a place of comfort and relaxation.

Standing by the Husband

When situations and crises arise and how numerous are
they in this lite - support him with patience and advice.
Make him, in times of crisis, flee to his home, to his wife,

to his source of comfort, and not flee away from it. This is
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one of the greatest reasons for harmony, and with this the
home will be a place of comfort.

Being Truthful with the Husband

Be truthful with him in everything, particularly in that
which occurs while he is outside of the home. Stay far

away from lying and concealing (things from him), as if he
is fooled about something it will not last, and this will lead

to trust being lost. If this trust is lost, then the home will
not be a place ot enjoyable comtort nor a place tor
righteous cultivation.

How to Behave When Differences Arise

Lastly, know that we are humans. So it is inevitable that
we have weaknesses and it is inevitable that difterences
arise regarding some issues. However, what is important is

how to quell these disputes. Since it is natural tor some
ditterences to occur, it is not permissible to turn every
dispute into a problem which will demolish the very
existence of the home. Here are a number of pieces of
advice that should be implemented when differing occurs:

1.) Avoid continuing the debate whilst angry and
abstain from this until the nerves are calm.

2.) Utilize the manner of investigation and not
argumentation; identity the problem and its causes.

3.) Avoid interrupting (them when speaking) and listen

attentively.
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4.) It is incumbent to make it (a pleasant environment)
with good feelings, and for each spouse to clarify

that they love the other. However, they want
resolution to the problem.

5.) It is a must that they be prepared to forego the issue.
If each party persists upon what they are upon, then
this will lead to the situation getting worse and it

could posibly end in divorce.

These are some of the things that the woman should
implement in her home in order to participate in the
building of a truly comfortable (environment). The home

is a place) in which the husband lives in tranquility, safery,

and stability, and it is that which will reap fruits for his

Ummah. The home (is a place) in which the children are
raised correctly which will result in the rectification of this

nation by way of the rectification of the future
generations. And the two spouses are the foundation of the
family. It the relationship between the two of them is bad,
then there will be no stability in the home.

by
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Making the Family in its Broadest Sense a Place

of Comfort and Relaxation

From the duties that the woman must perform within her
home in order to fulfill her role in raising the family is for

her to be diligent in making the entire family a source of
comtort and stability in its broader sense. The discussion in
the previous section touched on the tamily in its narrower
sense: the husband, the wife and the children. However,
the family is broader than that, as it comprises of the
mother, the father, the brothers and the sisters, and they
have rights, regardless of whether they are with the
husband within the home or not. It is compulsory that
there be harmony between them and for them to maintain
good relationships, as there are many rulings connected to

that. From them is being kind to the parents and keeping
the family ties.

The woman plays a serious role in that. How many
women are there who, due to their understanding of this

aspect and their tear of Allh, were a means for keeping the
family ties between her husband and his mocher, his facher,
his siblings, and his relatives? So she became a tool ofgood
uniting the family upon good. How many women are

there who are ignorant of their obligation in this regard, or
they know it but do not fear Allh and cause the family to
split, so that there is disrespect for the fathers and mothers,
and cutting of the family ties? All of this results from the
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woman's ignorance of her role in this regard and her
tailing to pertorm it.

Raising the Children

One of the domains in which the role of the woman in
raising the tamily is apparent is the cultivation of the child.
This is from the most important of tasks and among the

most crucial of them tor two reasons:

1.) Because it is the source of direction for the child,
and from the child the Unmah is formed. Whatever
the child's condition and upbringing is today, then
the condition of this nation in the future (will be a

reflection of this). From this we can understand that
all individuals from this nation will pass through the
school of the mother.

There are many things that the child is unfamiliar
ot, and he is in a state where he is clear and

2.)

mysterious and easy and difticult. Therefore, taking
care of him and raising him requires effort, which is

not easy. This is what we will clarify shortly.

Taking care of the child is the responsibility of both
parents together. The Prophet (iSi) said:
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"Each of you are shepherds and each of you is

responsible for his flock. The man is a shepherd
within his home and is responsible for his flock.

The woman is a shepherdess within the home

of her husband and is responsible for herflock."

The Most High has said:

O you who believe! Ward off from yourselves
and your families a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is

men and stones. (AI-Tahrm 66:6)

When we analyze the reality of the situation we find that
the man only spends a short time within his home and
with his children. This is in relation to the amount of timne.

As it relates to how (he spends his time with them), then
during this time he is exhausted from work and seeking to

rest. He is not able to think about the state of his children.
It is apparent to us that the biggest role in regards to this is

the role of the woman and her responsibility.

Bukhr reported on the authority ofJbir Ibn 'Abdullah

tthat he said:

Bukhär (no. 853), Muslim (no. 1829), al-Tirmidh in (no. 1705), Ab
Dawid (no. 2928) and Ahmad (2/121).
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"My father had died and left behind seven or nine
daughters. So I married a non-virgin. Allah's Messenger
(issi) said to me:

Did you get married, O Jäbir?"

I said: "Yes.' He said:

Did you marry) a virgin or a non-virgin?"

I said: 'A non-virgin.' He (isGn) said:

Why nota young girl so that you could play
with her and she could play with you; you
could make her laugh and she could make you
laugh?

I said to him: "Abdullah has died and left behind
daughters. So I disliked to bring home someone
similar to them. Thus, I married a woman who
could care for them and cultivate them.' He

se ) said:
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May Allh bless you.' Or he said, With
good,»1

This hadth indicates that the woman participates with her
husband in raising the children. Rather, the primary role is

hers, (as comes in the hadth), "A woman who could care

for and cultivate them."

'Bukhar (no. 5052), Muslim (no. 715), al-Tirmidh (no. 1100), Ibn
Mäjah (no. 1860), Ahmad (3/214), and al-Drim (no. 2216).
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Issues Related to the Health of the Child

O sister, your fultilment of this great duty requires for you
to completely comprehend it in order for you to perform it
in the desired fashion. Indeed taking care of the child and
raising him with a good upbringing requires knowledge of
some of the issues which are pertinent to the child. I

present to you some of them:

Firstly: The matter of health. Verily the sick or impaired
child will not be a sound and healthy individual who can
benefit this nation. For this reason, the first thing that the
woman should do and pay attention to is the health of her
child. A number of books have been written about this
topic. From them is: Child Heath Care by Dr. Nabih
Ghubrah. He presented (issues relating to) child health care
in a simple and easy manner, which every woman who has

a basic understanding can comprehend. Among the issues

pertinent to the child's health are:

Firstly: The pregnant woman taking care of her health
because her healthiness means that the fetus will be
healthy. It is incumbent that the necessary measures are

taken tor this.

Secondly: After birth the child goes through various stages.
Each stage is a unique situation and has a particular type of
health care. We will summarize it with the following:

The Newborn: This is within its first month. At this stage
its senses are sharp and sensitive. It is a must that the
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mother know what the signs of healthiness and sickness are

at this stage, and how to treat (the child). She should know
the appropriate way and place for the child to sleep, how
to suckle him correctly, (and what is considered suitable)

clothing, and other than this.

The Second Stage: This is after being a newborn, and it is

(che period) of suckling. At this stage they learn to walk
and speak. (She should understand) the issues pertinent to

the child's wellbeing during this period. When the child

attempts to walk he is not to be burdened beyond his

ability and there is no need to assist him in walking.
Rather, he is left to do that which is within his capability.

Al-Nutq (articulation): Do you not know that speech

impediments can be treated after the cause is diagnosed by
a specialist; meaning, them saying that (this problem) exists

and then taking the necessary steps to treat it.

The Third Stage: The Preschool age, and this is where
the child's preparation for Elementary is completed. The
child's ability is taken into consideration, and school and
reading are made beloved to him.

Then there comes the stage of middle childhood and then
adolescence. This demands a great deal of effort to

cultivate the child (during these stages).

You should be mindful of a number of health related

matters, which you must possess some experience and

understanding ot.
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1.) Child vaccinations, what are they and when are
they given.

2.) The healthy growth of the child.
3.) Keeping up with the child's talents and faculties.
4.) The child's recreation and his toys.

The importance of recreation in the child's life is not
merely for amusement but rather it is a means for teaching
and the development of the (child's) abilities. For every age
there are suitable toys, which are beneficial. However, if
the child is given a toy which is beneath his intellectual
capacity, then he will not be entertained by it. If he is

given a toy which is above his intellectual capacity, then it
will require effort beyond his capability, and perhaps he
will ruin it. There are also toys that are harmful which they
should avoid and be wary of.

(They should also be aware of):

.The issue of urinary incontinence and bed wetting, its

causes and how it is properly treated.
.(Issues surrounding) the left-handed child: the

environment and supervision both have a tremendous
influence.

the

Accidents such as falling. swallowing (chings),

poisoning, burns, being dazed, and the like. There are

potentially) dangerous accidents at all ages, so how do
you protect your child from this?1

Refer to the book: Child Health Care by Dr. Nabh Ghubrah.
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This is a glimpse at a number of issues related to caring for
the child. So do you have sutficient intormation and

experience concerning this? The intent behind mentioning
this is not to give a comprehensive explanation (ot this

subject) nor to provide a health related approach, as this is

not the place for that. Rather, this is merely an indication

to the fact that this matter is not as simple as expected.

Now we turn to another aspect (of raising a child), and this
is the matter of the refinement of the child's character,

raising him in a righteous fashion and instilling in him
good morals and distancing him from bad habits so that he

grows up as a righteous child who is a coolness for the eyes

of his parents. This topic in itself requires a number of
lectures because it is a topic which has many tacets.

Whoever is going to raise and cultivate a child must know
what the peculiar qualities and characteristics of the child

are so that they may interact with him upon clear
knowledge. They should also know what the best and

most successful ways for cultivation (and education) are. It
is a must thatyou know - O sister that at every age in the
child's life they have a specific disposition, and for each
stage there are specific methods for education and
cultivation. There are many books on this topic. So it you
believe that this is an important part of your great role in
raising the family, then you must be familiar with this so

that you can accomplish this great duty of yours. I will

mention some concise points concerning this.
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The Specific Traits and Qualities of the Child

It is incumbent that the one who wants to raise a child in
the correct way know these specific qualities. From them:

1. Receptiveness
The child is like an empty page, no manners or
views have become rooted within him. He is

receptive to change and guidance like the soft

branch (of a tree). He is open to develop as you
want. Hence, it is essential that the woman
understand her role as it relates to this matter.

2. Visual Thinking
The mother should not worry if the child does not
understand certain things because they are able to
solve (problems) in front of them through visual

perception. So if you say to him, "3 + 3," he may
not understand, but put three pens in front of him
and (then another) three; he will say, "Six." And the
like of this.

This is why the child is not held responsible until
after puberty. In order to raise the child with
praiseworthy characteristics it is necessary that they
be (demonstrated) through practical examples.

3. Individuality and Selfishness
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(This is the sentimenc) that everything belongs to

him. The role of the educator is to rid him of this so

that he respects others.

4. The child has essential needs. If they are not met,

then his growth will be stunted, or he will grow to
have bad behavior. Among these needs are:

I. Love and protection trom the two parents.
II. Respect and trust. It he is not respected and

trusted, then a lack of self-trust will develop within
him.

III. Companionship
It is a must that they have companionship.
Theretore, it is necessary that their friends be chosen
from those (children) to whom attention is being
paid to their upbringing and cultivation, as to avoid

any contradiction and mixed messages) from
OCcurring.

51



The Description of the Child's Cultivation and
Education

All of the methods we employ to raise and educate the

child returns to one ot the tollowing approaches:

1. Verbal Direction
This suttices and relies upon a verbal command and it
is not very ettective. Untortunately, it is used by

many of the people.

2.) In addition to verbal direction there are also things
like advice, or encouragement and discouragement.
This is more ettective than that which has preceded.

3.) Through example and imitation.
This is the most important and most crucial of these
methods. This is where the example and conduct
within the home and the manners of the mother play
a role in how the state of the child will be. She will

not be able to teach the child to be truthful and
prohibit him from lying, ifshe lies in front of him.

Apart from this there are other general guidelines related to
the raising of a child, from them:

*Spanking and its misuse: Without doubt, spanking is

a means of discipline and cultivation. However, how
and when is it to be used? This is an important
matter.
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Instilling within the child fear of the boogey-man,
and the psychological effects it has on the child.

Nurturing themin a balanced way) between
pampering and cruelty.
Keeping the child far away from children who are

impolite.
Monitoring the child's studies.

Raising the daughter wich modesty.
Cultivating the child upon the (proper) outlook and

accustoming the child to it.

There should not be any contradiction between the
two spouses regarding the direction of the child. So

that this one commands while the other prohibits
trom the very same act.

There should not be any contradiction between
statement and action.
Watching the children within the home while they
are unaware.

*(Accustom them) to supplicate, and avoid using foul

language.

Without a shred of doubt, each point that has been
mentioned requires an explanation and clarification in
itself. However, this is not the place to explain the methods
and ways to raise and educate (a child). I only mentioned
this to clarify that the duty of the mother in raising the
child is not an easy job. Rather, it is a job that requires
knowledge and it requires effort, in order to be consistent.
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Ocher Responsibilities

Examples of a Number of Jobs That Contain a
Financial and Educational Benefit for the Family

The tour areas that were previously mentioned are the
most important aspects of the woman's work in her home,
and through these responsibilities) she partakes in

preparing the tamily in the correct manner. However,
there are other jobs which are of a financial and
educational benefit for the family, if the woman has any
extra time (on her hands), after she has completed her main
duties that were previously mentioned. These jobs are
numerous and have no fixed number. They develop in
accordance to the tinancial and societal conditions of the
family and in accordance with the efforts of the woman
and her thought process. Among them, and they are not
limited to this, is:

Sewing Clothes

How much money does the family spend in this regard? In
addition to the other harmful effects, the woman spends a

long time in tront of the tailor, who is a stranger,
attempting to explain to him exactly what she wants. In
most cases the tailor is a foreigner who understands little of
the language but does not understand the majority of it. In
addition to that which this brings into the homes from the
styles and fashions which oppose the legislation, morals

and social tastes.

54



Indeed it is strange that the woman goes out to work
outside ot her home to earn some Riyals and then she gives
these earnings to a tailor and (spends them) upon a daycare
provider who minds the children.

You would see that if the woman devotes her time to

raising her children and utilizes any spare time to sew her
clothing how much she would serve this nation. It is not

about an amount oft money; rather, it is about preservation
of generations oft this nation and the preservation ot its

character. This is not applicable to all cases, as we have

previously mentioned that this nation requires a working
woman who works in certain fields which only she can
pertorm. However, there is a difterence between this being
considered an exception and it being viewed as the norm.

Making Decorative Items]

From the things that the woman can do in the home is to

make decorative items and artistic ornaments. Verily
looking for beautiful things is a matter which is imbedded
within the Fitrah. The person loving beautiful sights and

impressive ornaments is permissible. It is permissible for
one to look for these items and make them as long it does

not involve extravagance or that which is legislatively
prohibited, such as the presence of images. Many of these

decorative items are made by women. Some of the people
are tond of these ornaments and spend much wealth to

acquire them. What if the woman was to devote some of
her time and make some of these ornaments and acquire
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this money? This field from the actions (of the woman) is

not important but I mentioned it to clarify that there is

room for the woman to think about spending her spare

time on that which benefits her and benefits her family.

After we have discussed these important duties that the
woman does within her home and by way of them she
partakes in the raising of the family, is it correct for us to
say that it the woman remains within her home and is busy
with these important matters then she will be wasted!? Is

the statement correct ot those who say, "The woman
remaining within her home makes half of the society
jobless?!"

What is the criteria (used to judge) nobility and valor? The
woman going out and abandoning the noblest of roles and
the most important of them in order to perform the role of
an import or export registry clerk, or that of a machine

operator, which any incompetent youth can pertorm! By
the woman going out, she leaves the care of her children
and their cultivation to the maid or the nanny! Then she

returns (home) just to spend this money, for which she

abandoned her primary responsibility, upon the maid, the
driver, and upon tailor shops! However, there is a sickness

in the souls and a departure from the Firah.

This a regression of the human being, since they are

departing from the methodology ot Allh.

56



But whosoever turns away from My Reminder
verily, for him is a life of hardship, and We shall

raise him up blind on the Day of Resurrection.
(Ta-Ha 20:124)

Some of those, who have been affected by the current state

of affairs and yield to its pressure become such that they do

not think except by way of certain social conditions, say:
"This is emotional speech and it is far removed from the
practical reality."
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Glimpses of the Condition of the Woman in the
West

I say to the likes of these people, come and listen to the
cries of some of the Westerners who are petrified by the
state that their societies have reached, when the woman
went out and left the home. Indeed the West - even
though it has advanced materially - has regressed socially
and morally and (thus) its civilization is subject to collapse.

Western thinkers warn about this danger and caution
about the current state of the family and the current state

of the woman, after she entered the workforce outside of
the home. Auguste Comte, the founder of sociology, said:

It is obligatory for the man to provide for the
woman. This is the natural order of our human
race and it is the order which matches with the
foundational home life for the coveted gender
(i.e. women). This type of compulsion
resembles the compulsion that dictates that the

Working class from the people provide tor the
intellectuals from amongst them so that they
can devote their time to complete their
fundamental tasks. However, the obligations of
those who have to work (i.e. the male) in order
to support the coveted gender (i.e. the woman)
is nobler than that, since the household duties of
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the women necessitates (the establishment of)

the home life."1

Furthermore, a tamous Western writer who said in an
article in the newspaper called the Eastern Mail on the 10th

of May 1901:

"That our daughters are busy within their
homes as servants or like servants is better and
less of a calamity than them being occupied in
the workplaces. As this will result in the girl
being corrupted with impurities and filth,

which cause the splendor of her life to vanish
forever. If only our lands were like the lands of
the Muslims, as there (you find) modesty,
chastity, and purity of dress. The maid and the

servant enjoy an extremely comfortable life, and
in the home they are treated (honorably) as the
children of that house are treated. There is no
infringement upon their honors in the slightest.
Yes, it is a shame upon the English lands that
their daughters are made to be an example for

immorality due to them frequently tree-mixing
with the men. What is wrong with us that we
do not strive to make the girl work (in an
environment) that complies with her natural
disposition of working within the home, and

Al-Mar'ah Bayna al-Fiqh Wa al-Qnn, p. 22.
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leaving the work of the men to the men? (In

order to) protect her honor."

Look at the speech from this woman at the beginning of
this century. The state ot the Western woman has become
worse since then. So where are the intellects of the callers

to (women's) liberation? Or is it that their intellects have

been stained and overcome trom the disease of lusts?

Joel Simon said: "The woman who works outside of her
home does the job of a basic worker, but she does not
pertorm the job of a woman."2

The woman known as Kathleen Lind, the wife of the

American astronaut Dr. Don Leslie Lind - so they were
not an illiterate family but they were a Western family at

the apex of academic achievement - said:

"As a housewife, I spend most of my time
within the home. As a woman I see that the
woman must give all of her time to her home,
her husband, and her children...I continue to
recall the speech of one of the men of religion,

which was a response to a question: If the
domain of the woman is her home then why
should she learn?" He said that day, in response
to this temale questioner,

Al-Mar'ah Bayna al-Fiqh Wa al-Qnän,al-Sab,p. 178.

Al-Mar'ah Bayna al-Fiqh Wa al-Qnn, p. 179.
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If you teach a man then you have taught an
individual. If you teach a woman then you have

taught generations, or a nation."

She continued to say:

I am very happy to stay at home beside my
husband and my children, even during days of
hardship, and I am referring to the days in

which we were in financial need. My husband
did not ask me to work. His philosophy was

that we are able to satisty our basic needs, but
we will not be able to raise our children if the

1reins get away trom us."

Indeed these quotes are clear and do not require any
commentary. Actually, we have no need for (these quotes)
because verily we believe that what Alläh has chosen for
mankind is best and beneficial, and it is that which the
religion of Islm has come with.

It is not tor a believer, man or woman, when
Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter

that they should have any option in their
decision. And whoever disobeys Allh and His

Risalah lláHawa (2/61). Taken from the newspaper: al-Anb al-
Kuwaitiyah.
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Messenger, he has indeed strayed in a plain
error. (Al-Ahzb 33:36)
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One Last Questioon

Atter this a question arises, and it is very important: is

every woman capable of pertorming this great task? Is it
sutticient for the woman to merely sit in her home to

complete this task?

In response to this question we say that the primary
condition that is present in the woman who is able to fulfil

this important duty is that she be a righteous woman, as

the Prophet (ssk-) pointed out when he said:

"The woman is married for four: For her
wealth, tor her status, for her beauty, and tor
her religion. Be successtul (by marrying) the
woman who has religion, may your hands be
covered with dust!

The Prophet (iscaito) clarified the criteria upon which
people base (decisions) in this life. Then he commanded to

give precedence to the matter of the religion. Indeed some
people make the (determining) factor to be beauty, and the
people vary in their depiction of it. Some of them make

wealth the criterion, whether it be mass wealth or earned

Bukhari (no. 4802), Muslim (no. 1466), al-Nas (no. 3230), Abü

Dwüd (no. 2047), Ibn Mjah (no. 1858), Ahmad (2/428), and al-Drimi
(no. 2140).
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wealth. Some make status and lineage the criterion.
However, the criterion that is found in the legislation is

that of the religion. The righteous woman is the one who
can be trusted to perform this great task.

The one who chooses the religious woman has saved

himself from a great amount of effort. For the righteous
woman, it is inevitable that she possesses an amount of
knowledge that will make her able to carry out her job in
the best fashion. She will know that which is obligatory
upon her and she will understand and know her mission in
life. Therefore, we know that the intent of knowledge here
is not certificates and qualifications. (The intent is) none
other than knowledge of her duties that are obligatory for
her to carry out and knowledge of the means that will
assist her in that.

So it is compulsory for the woman, after learning her
religion, to learn all of that which is required of her which
will help her in carrying out her tasks within the home.
She should keep up with the publications that are available

that are written about these topics, which concern her such
as the subjects related to the child. This is whether it be
that which is related to his health, his upbringing and
cultivation, or topics connected to the home and
housekeeping. Also, subjects related to some of the social

issues and topics which are written regarding the woman
and anything else which concerns the woman.
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The presence ot a righteous woman who possesses

knowledge is an indicator that the woman is capable of
carrying out her duties. On the other hand, the ignorance
of the woman and her not being righteous is a reason for
tailure, even if the woman is tree and not working, then
she will waste time in futile visits, gossip, and keeping up
with fashion. It is not expected that the likes of this woman
will fulfill this important role nor will she produce a

righteous offspring. And Allh knows best.

May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad,
his family, and his companions.
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Glossary

A

Ayah: (pl. yt) "Sign,"a verse ofthe Qurän.
Ahd: A narration which is narrated through one chain only.

Ahdth: see hadth.
Alayhi al-salm: May Allah (33) protect and preserve him. It is

said after the name of a Prophet ofAlläh or after the name ofan Angel.

Anr: Helpers; the Muslims of al-Madnah who supported the Muslims
who migrated from Makkah.
Arsh: Throne ot Alläh (Ja
Ar: the afternoon Prayer.
Awliyã: See Wali.

B

Bid'ah: Heresy (any innovatory practice).
Burq: An animal bigger than a donkey and smaller than a horse on
which the Prophet (paGSEsAE) went for the Mirj.

D
Dï: One engaged in da'wah, caller.

Daf: A weak, unauthentic narration.
Da'wah: Invitation, call to Allh (Jsa).
Din: A completed way of life prescribed by Alläh (Ja).
Dhikr: (pl. adhkr) Remembrance of Allah (s) with the heart, sayings

of the tongue and actions of our limbs.
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F

Fahish: One who speaks with evil or obscene speech.
Fard Kifyah: A collective obligation- if fulfilled by a part of the

community, then the rest are not obligated.
Fatwä: (pl. Jatwä) A religious verdict.
Faqh: A Scholar who can give religious verdicts.

Figh: Islämic jurisprudence, understanding
Fitnah: (pl. fitan) Trials, persecution, conflicts and strites among the
Muslims.

Fitrah: The natural disposition that one is born upon.

G

Ghuluww: Going to an extreme.
Ghusl: A ceremonial bath necessary for the one who is in a state of

Janäbah (ritual sexual impurity).

H
Hadith: (pl. ahdith) the saying, actions and approvals accurately narrated
from the Prophet (sEsEa).
Hall: Lawful.

Hanif Pure Islmic Monotheism (worshiping Allh alone and nothing
else).

Harm: Unlawful and forbidden.

Hasan: Fine, good; a term used for an authentic hadth, which does not
reach the level of Sahih.

Harj: Killing.

Al-Harriyyah: A special unorthodox religious sect that branched off
from the Khawrij.
Hijrah: Migration from the landof Shirk to the land of Islm.
Hukm: A judgment of legal decision (especially of Allh).
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Tbdah: Worship, worship ofAllh.
Ihsn: Worshipping Allah as though you see Him. However, since you
cannot see Him, then know that He sees you.

ima: A consensus, a unitied opinion of Scholars regarding a certain
issue.

ljtihd: exertion of ettort; the process of arriving at a reasoned decision
by a Scholar on an issue.

Imäm: A leader; a leader in Prayer, knowledge infiqh, leader of a state.
Imn: Faith, to attirm all that was revealed to the Prophet (ssk).
Isnd: The chain of narrators linking the collector of the saying to the
person quoted..
Istikhrah: A Prayer consisting of two units (rakah) asking Allah for
guidance.
Istiwä: Ascending; the ascending of Allh above the Throne (in the
manner that betits His Majesty).

J

Janbah: A state of a person after having sexual intercourse or sexual
discharge.

Janzah: (pl. janaa'iz): Funeral.

Jihd: Striving and struggling to make the Word ofAllh supreme.
Jumu'ah: Friday.

Jinn: Invisible creation, created by Allah from smokeless fire.

Junub: A person who is in the state of janbah.

K

Kabah: A square stone building in al-Masjid al-Harm (the great
mosque in Makkah which Muslims go to for pilgrimage and to which all

Muslims direct their tace in Prayer).
Al-Kabir: The major sins.
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Khârij: (pl. Khawrij): Those who declared that a Muslim becomes a

disbeliever due to commiting a major sin alone.
Khalifah: (pl. khulaf): The head of the Islmic government to whom
the oath of allegiance is given.
Khilfah: An Islmic state.
Khutbah: (Person khaib), religious talk (sermon).

Kutr: (Person kir) act of disbelief in the Religion of Isläm.

M

Madhhab: The position, view or opinion of a Muslim Scholar or school
of Islämic Jurisprudence.
Makrh: Something that is not approved of, undesirable from the point
of view ot Religion, although not punishable.
Manhaj: A way: method; methodology.
Marfü: A raised; a narration attributed to the Prophet (sNEsE-).
Masjid: A mosque.
Mawbiqt: Great destructive sins.
Mudallis: One who practises tadlis.

Muhjir: (pl. muhjiroon, muhjirin) One who migrated from the land of
the disbelievers to the land of the Muslims for the sake ofAlläh.

Muhaddith: scholarof the science of hadith.
Mufti: One who givesfatw.
Mujhid: (pl. mujhidän): A Muslim warrior in Jihd.
Mujtahid: Someone who is qualitied to pass judgment using ijtihad.
Munkar: Rejected; a narration which is inauthentic itself and contradicts
and authentic narrations.
Muqallid: One who practices taglid.

Mushrik: (pl. mushrikn) Polytheists, pagans and disbelievers in the
oneness ofAllaah (E3-) and His Messenger (sEil-).
Mustahabb: Recommended; an action if left not punishable and if done it
is rewardable.

Muttaqn: People who are pious.
Mutawtir: A hadith which is narrated by a very large number of
reporters, such that it cannot be supported that they all agreed upon a lie.

Muwahhid: (pl. muwahhidän) One who unifies all of his worship and
directs it to Allh alone.
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Mawdü: Fabricated; spurious; invented (narration).

Mawqüf Stopped; a narration from a Companion, which does not go
back to the Prophet (AGsE).
Mawl: Connected; a continuous isnd that can be narrated back to the
Prophet (EAi).

N

Näfilah: (pl. nawjil) Optional act of worship.
Niyyah: An intention from the heart.
Nusuk: A sacrifice.

Q
Qadar: Divine pre-ordainment; that which Allh has ordained for His
creation.
Qiblah: The direction the Muslims face during Prayer.
Qiys: Analogical deduction of Islmic laws. New laws are deduced
trom old laws based upon similarity between their cause
Qunüt: Devotion; a special supplication while standing in the Prayer.
Quraysh: One of the greatest tribes in Arabia in the pre-Islmic period of
Ignorance. The Prophet (seai) belonged to this tribe.

R
Rafidi: This is the correct title for the extreme Sh ah; those who bear
malice and grudges against the noble Companions to the extent that they
declare them to be apostates. They also hold that the Qurn which the
Muslims have is neither complete nor preserved from corruption.
Ramadan: The ninth month of Islmic calander, in which Muslims
observe fasting.

S
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Sahäbah: Muslims who met the Prophet (isa) believing in him
and died believing in him.
Sahh: Authentic, the highest rank of classification of authentic ahdith.
Salat, Salat al-alih: The pious predecessors; the Muslims of the first
three generations: the Companions, the successors and their successors.
Salafi: One who ascribes oneself to the Salaf and follows their way.
Sirah: The life story of the Prophet (AsEa).
Sharah: The divine code of law in Islm.
Shawwl: The month after Ramadn.
Shaytn: Satan.

Shïah: (sece Rafidi) A collective name for the various sects claiming love
for Ahl al-Bayt.
Shirk: Associating partners with Alh directly or indirecthy in worship;
compromising any aspects of Tawhid.
Sürah: A chapter of the Qur'n.
Sunnah: xample, practice; the way of life of the Prophet (si-),
consisting of his words, actions and silent approvals. The Sunnah is

contained in various ahdth.

T
Tabiï: (pl. tbi îin) The generation after the Companions of the Prophet
(EAGNSMG).
Tafsir: Explanation of the Qurn.
Taghüt: Anything that is worshiped other than the real God (Allah) (i.e.
false deities).

Tahaijud: Voluntary, recommended Prayer between the compulsory
Prayers of Ishäand Fajr.
Takhrj: It is to reference a hadith to its sources and analyze its chains of
narration.
Taqlid: Blind following: to follow someone's opinion (madhhab) without
evidence.
Taqwä: Acring in obedience to Alläh, hoping for His mercy upon light
from Him and taqw is leaving acts of disobedience, out of fear of Him,
upon light from Him.
Tarjamah: Notes about a reporter of hadth.
Tawaf: The circumambulation of the ka'bah.
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Believing andTawhid: Islmic Monotheism; the Oneness of Allh.
acting upon His Lordship, His ights of Worship and Names and
Attributes.

U
Uhud: A well known mountain in al-Madnah. One of the greatest
battles in Islmic history came at its foot. This is called Ghazwah Uhud.

Ulam: (singular: 'lim) scholars.

Umm: Mother of, used as an identification.

Ummah: Nation, the Muslims as a whole.
Umrah: A visit to Makkah during which one performs the tawfaround
the Ka'bah and the Sa' between al-Saf and al-Marwah. It is called the
lesser Haj.
Ul: The fundamentals.

W
Wahyi: The revelation or inspiration ofAllh to His Prophets.
Wahdah al-Wujüd: The belief that everything in existance is intact
Allah. This deviant belief is held by many $üfiyyah.

Wakil: Disposer of attairs.

Witr: Odd; the last Prayer at the night, which consists of odd number of
raka't (units).
Walimah: The wedding feast.

Walah: The means of approach or achieving His closeness to Allh by
getting His favours.

Wudü: An ablution (ritual washing) that is performed before Prayer and
other kinds ot worship.

Y

Yaqîn: Perfect and absolute faith.

Yathrib: One of the names ofal-Madnah.
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Z
Zak: Charity that is obligatory on everyone who has wealth over and
above a certain limit over which a year has passed (2.5% of saved weath).
Zakt al-Fir: An obligatory charity by the Muslims to be given to the
poor before the Prayer of Id al-Fitr.
Zamzam: The sacred water inside the haram (the grand mosque) at
Makkah.
Zanãdiqah: An atheist, a heretic.
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OUR CALL TO THE UMMAH

:We believe in Allah and His Names and Attributes, as

they were mentioned in the Book of Allh and in the
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allh (isAs o), without
tahrif (distortion), nor ta'wl (figurative interpretation), nor
tamthil (making a likeness), nor tashbih (resemblance), nor
ta'til (denil).

2: We love the Companions of the Messenger of Allaah

slEskA), and we hate those who speak against them.
We believe that to speak ill of them is to speak ill of the
Religion, because they are the ones who conveyed it to us.
And we love the Family of the Prophet (AsNEsaikA)
with love that is permitted by the Shar ah. Imrn Ibn
Husayn said, "O people! Learn the knowledge of the
Religion trom us, if you do not do so, then you will
certainly be misguided."

l: We love the People of Hadith and all of the Salafof the
Ummah from Ahl al-Sumah. Imm al-Shib (d.79oH) - B

- said, "The Salaf al-Salih, the Companions, the tbi'in and
their successors knew the Quran, its sciences and its
meanings the best."3

This explanation ot our call has been summarized from Tarjumah Abi
Abd al-Raymn Mugbil 1bn Hädi al-Wädr (p. 135-142) of Muqbil Ibn
Hädi with minor additions from other sources.

Refer to al-Kifyah (p. 1s) of al-Khab al-Baghddi.
Refer to al-Muwfiqt (2/79) ofal-Shjib.
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Al: We despise 'ilm al-kalm (knowledge of theological
rhetoric), and we view it to be from amongst the greatest
reasons tor the division in the Ummah.

sl: We do not accept anything from the books of fiqh
jurisprudence), nor from the books of tafsir (explanation

of the Qurrn), nor from the ancient stories, nor from the
Sirah (biography) of the Propher (s -), except
that which has been confirmed from Allh or from His
Messenger (sEikf). We do not mean that we have

rejected them, nor do we claim that we are not in need of
them. Rather, we benefit from the discoveries of our
Scholars and the jurists and other than them. However, we
do not accept a ruling, except with an authentic proof.

16: We do not write in our books, nor do we cover in our
lessons, nor do we give sermons with anything except the
Qur'an, or the authentic and authoritative hadth. And we
detest what emanates trom many books and admonishers
in terms of false stories and weak and fabricated ahdth.
Abdullah Ibn al-Mubrak (d.18H) said, "The authentic
ahdith are sufficient and the weak ahdith are not
needed."

I7l: We do not perform takfir upon any Muslim due to
any sin, except Shirk with Allh, or the abandonment of
Prayer, or apostasy. We seek refuge in Allh from that.

Refer to al-Jämi li-Akhlq al-Rwi (2/159) ofal-Suyü.
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18: We believe that the Qurn is the Speech of Allh, it is

not created.

lol:We hold thatour 'obligation is to co-operate with the
group that traverses the methodology of the Book and the
Sunnah, and what the Salaf of the Ummah were upon; in
terms of calling to Allh, and being sincere in worship of
Him, and warning trom Shirk, innovations, and
disobedience, and to advise all of the groups that oppose
this. So co-operating upon righteousness and piety
taqwa) and mutual advising necessitates warning against
evil and not co-operating with the wicked.2

1ol: We do not deem it correct to revolt against the
Muslim rulers as long as they are Muslims, nor do we feel

that revolutions bring about reconciliation. Rather, they
corrupt the community.

:We hold that this multiplicity of present day parties is

a reason for the division of the Muslims and their
weakness. So therefore we set about 'freeing the minds

From afatwby the Committee of Major Scholars dated: n/16/1417H,
(no. 18870). It was signed by al-Allmah 'Abd al-"Azz lbn Bäz, Shaykh

Abd al-Azz Ibn 'Abdullh l al-Shaykh, Shaykh 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abd al-
Rahman al-Ghudayyn, Shaykh Bakr Ibn 'Abdullh Ab Zayd, and
Shaykh älih Tbn Fawzn al-Fawzn.

2 From the words of Shaykh Ibn Baz in al-Furqn magazine (issue no. 14,

P. 15).

76



from the tetters of blind-following and the darkness of
sectarianism and party spirit."

12l: We restrict our understanding of the Book of Alh
and of the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah

AAEsA) to the understanding of the Salaf of the
Ummah from the Scholars of hadith, not the blind-
followers of their individuals. Rather, we take the truth
from wherever it comes. And we know that there are those
who claim Salafiyyah, yet Salafiyyah is free from them,
since they bring to the society what Allh has prohibited.
We believe in 'cultivating the young generation upon this
Isläm, puritied trom all that we have mentioned, giving to
them a correct Islmic education from the start - without
any influence from the disbelieving western education.?

lal: We believe that politics is a part of the Religion, and
those who try to separate the Religion from politics are
only attempting to destroy the Religion and to spread
chaos.

141: We believe there will be no honour or victory for the
Muslims until they return to the Book of Allaah and to the
Sunmah of the Messenger of Allh (sSEM-).

From Figh al-Waqi (p. 49) ofal-Albn.

2From Fiqh al-Waaqi (p. 5t) ofal-Albn.
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Isl: We oppose those who divide the Religion into
trivialities and important issues. And we know that this is a

destructive da'wah.

16l: We oppose those who put down the knowledge of
the Sunnah, and say that this is not the time ftor it.
Likewise, we oppose those who put down acting upon the
Sunnah ot the Messenger ot Allh (sksEA).

li7l: Our da'wah and our aqidah is more beloved to us
than our own selves, our wealth and our offspring. So we
are not prepared to part with it for gold, nor silver. We say

this so that no one may have hope in buying out our
da'wah, nor should he think that it is possible for him to
purchase it from us for dinr or dirham.

18: We love the present day Scholars of the Sunnah and
hope to beneftit from them and regret the passing away of
many of them.
knowledge of hadith is your flesh and blood and you will
be asked concerning it on the Day ofJudgement, so look
who you are taking it from."

Imm Mlik said (d.179H), "The

19l: We do not accept a fatw except from the Book of
Allah and the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allh

Refer to al-Muhaddith al-Fail (p. 416) and al-Kifyah (p. 21) of al-
Khaib.
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These are glimpses into our aqidah and our da'uwah. So if
one has any objection to this, then we are prepared to

accept advice if it is truthful, and to refute it if it is

erroneous, and to avoid it it it is stubborn rejection. And
Allah knows best.
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AWoman's Guide to

RAISIMG

a tamily
Shaykh, al-Allämah Sälih al-Fawzan stated:

"The rulings and regulations of släm have come to organize the family and
to protect it from breaking up, like the rulings of marriage and divorce,
polygyny, the rights of the fathers and mothers, and there are many other
examples besides this. All of these guidelines indicate the primary station
that Isläm has given to the family. This is because it is the place where genera-
tions are raised and cultivated, and the future of this nation depends upon
the condition of the family.

Indeed the woman is the backbone of the family, as is said:

"Behind every great person there is a woman in whose home they were
raised

Indeed the work of the woman within the home, although some think that
it is insignificant, is great. There are many aspects of this that require
expertise and it requires things that are essential (for running) a country. It
requires knowledge and foresight, it needs precision, and it requires adminis
tration. It is in need of economics, it requires tenderness and sensitivity, and
it is in ned of lofty values and principles"
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